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Question: With all the legitimate concerns of future drought conditions in many parts of California, are there any plans that you are aware of to invest in desalination facilities? If not, why not? Has improved technological methods been able to bring down costs or is the process still prohibitively expensive?
-- Stephen Carysfort, Santa Monica

Answer: Desalination involves huge amounts of electric energy, which currently comes largely from greenhouse gas-producing fossil fueled plants and is expensive. But the larger reality is that California doesn't really have a water shortage, but a political gridlock on how to capture, store, convey and price the water we have.
--Dan Walters
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